Section 5                                                                               Content creation step-by-step guides


JCloze: Using a data projector
(Adapted from the sheet Using a data projector (using_a_data_projector.doc), in Section 6, ‘Exploring Equipment’)

A data projector lets you project the screen of the computer onto a projection screen or an interactive whiteboard. They are typically used to deliver PowerPoint presentations, to demonstrate techniques (eg how to use a piece of software) and to deliver teaching materials using an interactive whiteboard.

Typically most people doing a presentation use a laptop, but this is not necessarily always true. In some organisations a data projector is fixed permanently to the ceiling of the teaching room and connected to a desktop computer. If this is the case then tutors will not need to connect cables, and the organisation should be able to give instructions on how to use the equipment.

Before switching on the portable data projector and laptop, connect all the cables to both machines. If the data projector is connected to the laptop using only the video lead, you will need to use the laptop to control the operation of the projector. However, if you want to control the projector with a remote control, the USB lead will also have to be connected.
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