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Hot Potatoes: JQuiz (question-based exercise)

1. Open the activity Software quiz located in the ‘Activities’ folder on the CD-ROM accompanying this pack, and complete it to familiarise yourself with its concepts.

2. Start Hot Potatoes (Start > All Programs > Hot Potatoes 6) and select JQuiz. For the first part of this exercise ensure that Options > Mode > Beginner mode is selected. Advanced mode will be covered later. 
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Enter the title for the exercise: ‘Activity: Software quiz’. This will become the main heading of the web page.

Figure 1: The JQuiz quiz creation dialog box
4. Enter the first question (Q1), Answers and Feedback from the list below and ensure that Multiple-choice is selected for the question type. 

Click the Up arrow next to Q1 to move onto the next question. Enter the data for each question shown in the table below.

	Answers
	Feedback

	Q1. Software can be divided into two areas:

	A. Network software and security software
	Incorrect

	B. System software and application software
	Correct

	C. Business software and games software
	Incorrect

	Q2. What is the function of system software:

	A. To collect data
	Incorrect

	B. To execute programs
	Correct

	C. To maintain security
	Incorrect

	Q3. Application software is programs that are written to:

	A. Maintain a backup copy of all the information
	Incorrect

	B. Do a particular job such as editing or storing information
	Correct

	C. Help someone who is applying for employment
	Incorrect

	Q4. What are some popular office-orientated software applications:

	A. Compilers, interpreters, editors
	Incorrect

	B. Network software, back-up systems
	Incorrect

	C. Word processors, spreadsheets, databases, desktop publishing
	Correct

	Q5. To publish a magazine, which application would be best:

	A. Word processing
	Incorrect

	B. Desktop publishing
	Correct

	C. Spreadsheet
	Incorrect

	D. Presentation graphics
	Incorrect

	Q6. A single application that combines the major features of several types of applications is called:

	A. Integrated software
	Incorrect

	B. A suite
	Correct

	C. A combination package
	Incorrect

	D. High-end
	Incorrect
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Once you have created all the required gaps, select Options > Configure Output.
Figure 2: JQuiz Configure Output dialog box
For this exercise, include the sentence ‘(Adapted from the Connecting Communities ICT Tools Training Pack Equipment Module)’ under Exercise subtitle.

Click on the tabs and make amendments as required. There is one extra setting for JQuiz which can be found by selecting the Other tab:

· Include a keypad to help the student type non-Roman characters: to provide a button for every character included in the answers. Additional character buttons can be created by using the Always include these characters on the keypad option. This is particularly useful if you are creating language exercises where the required characters are not available on the standard keyboard. To complete the exercise using a keypad, the student clicks in an answer box then presses the required keypad button to enter the character it represents.

The Other tab also provides you with options for shuffling the order of questions when the exercise is opened by the student, and for shuffling the order of answers within each question. There is also the option to have only a limited number of randomly selected questions shown each time the exercise is opened. Combining these options creates a quiz that will be different every time a student opens it, making the quiz more useful for repeated practice.

The Navigation section under the Buttons tab allows you to link your exercise to other exercises or web pages, enabling you to build linked units of resources.

JQuiz will automatically calculate the student’s percentage score as they complete the exercise. For each question, all incorrect selections record a ‘wrong try’ until the correct selection is made, at which point a score for that particular question is calculated based on the number of possible wrong answers and the number of wrong selections made. Selecting options after the correct answer has been scored will not record a ‘wrong try’ and will not affect the score, but feedback will still be given. The overall score is calculated by totalling the scores for all the questions answered so far, with the result being converted to a percentage. If Question Weighting has been used (see information on Advanced mode below), questions created with more weight contribute more to the overall score. 

Click OK to exit Configure output once all amendments have been made. The Load, Save and Save As options can be used to save your configuration settings in a separate file. This is useful if you are creating a group of quizzes where the same output settings are required.

6. Save the completed exercise (File > Save and browse to your floppy disk). Although the Hot Potatoes file is not required to enable the exercise to run, it is good practice to keep a copy to enable the exercise to be amended or updated at any time.

7. To enable students to complete the exercise using a web browser, it must be converted into HTML by selecting File > Create Web page > Web page for v6 browsers. 

A Save As dialog box will open and, once a File name has been entered, the View or upload the exercise dialog box will open.




                             Figure 3: View or upload the exercise dialog box
To Upload the file to the hotpotatoes.net Website, you require an additional registration key, which is only available following the purchase of a commercial licence (see The Masher in the ‘Software content’ section of the overview, ‘Hot Potatoes’ (hotpot.doc)). 

Select View the exercise in my browser to review and test your work.

8. Now that you have created your exercise, switch to Advanced mode (Options > Mode > Advanced mode). You can now change the Weighting of each question and each correct option selected by the student (as discussed in step 5). 

9. Experiment too with the different options under Question type, amending your answers and feedback accordingly, and the Configure Output options. It is possible for a single JQuiz to include a mixture of different question types. 

It is not necessary to save the Hot Potatoes file each time, but you will need to follow step 7 to see how your amendments will appear in the completed exercise. Either overwrite your existing HTML file or create a new file. 

The other available question types are:

· Short-answer: the student is required to type an answer into a text box on the HTML page and use the Check button to see if the answer is correct. 
Hint and Show answer buttons are also included, but points will be deducted from the score if these buttons are used or if the Check button is used where the answer is incorrect. The Hint button will give the student one letter of the answer per click.
When the student types in an answer, it will be compared to the list of correct or incorrect answers you have defined. If a match is found, the specified Feedback and question score will be displayed. If a match is not found, then a check for the nearest match within the specified correct answers will be made, and feedback given to the student as to which parts of the answer are correct and which are incorrect. 
An indefinite number of attempts to answer the question is available, but the overall score will reflect the number of attempts made. 
Select Short-answer and amend your existing answers to make them complete sentences or the required short answers. An indefinite number of predicted correct answers can be included.

· Hybrid: a combination of a multiple-choice and short-answer question. The student is required to type an answer into a text box on the HTML page and use the Check button to see if the answer is correct. If the student fails to enter the correct answer after a specified number of attempts, then the question converts to multiple-choice. The overall score will reflect the number of attempts made to select the correct answer. 
Select Hybrid and amend your existing answers to make them complete sentences or the required short answer. 
Notice under Settings the check box Include in M/C options. This will specify if the answer should appear as one of the multiple-choice options. You may have included several predicted correct answers for the short-answer mode, but only require one of them to be the correct answer for the multiple-choice mode.
Ensure that you have also specified the number of attempts the student is allowed in short-answer mode by selecting Options > Configure Output > Other.
· Multi-select: the student is required to select more than one correct answer from the specified list and use the Check button to see if the answer is correct. 
If the answer is not completely correct, then the student is informed of how many correct choices they have made and given one set of Feedback. The feedback will relate to the first wrongly selected item in the list or the first wrongly omitted item. An indefinite number of options can be included in the list of available answers, but too long a list could be difficult to view on screen. 
The overall score will reflect the number of attempts made to select the correct answers. 
Select Multi-select and amend your answers specifying which answers Should be selected under Settings.[image: image1.png]
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